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Í My Webpage

Education
01/2023–now Doctoral Student in Computer Science, Aalto University, Espoo, Finland.

08/2020–12/2022 Msc in Computer Science (with Honours), Aalto University, Espoo, Finland.
09/2016-06/2020 BEng Network Engineering, China University of Geosciences, Wuhan, China.

Research Experiences
02/2025-05/2025 University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign, Visiting Researcher, Urbana, USA.

01/2023-now Aalto University, Doctoral Researcher, Espoo, Finland.
03/2022-12/2022 Aalto University, Thesis Worker, Finland.
06/2021-02/2022 Aalto University, Research Assistant, Finland.
06/2019-06/2020 Huazhong University of Science and Technology, Research Assistant, Wuhan,

China.

Publications
ACM CHI’26

[C3]
Mental Health Impacts of AI Companions: Triangulating Social Media Quasi-
Experiments, User Perspectives, and Relational Theory, Yuan Y, Zhang J,
Aledavood T, Zhang R, Saha K., In Proceedings of the CHI Conference on Human
Factors in Computing Systems | Link.

WWW’23
[C2]

Mental Health Coping Stories on Social Media: A Causal-Inference Study
of Papageno Effect, Yuan Y, Saha K, Keller B, Isometsä ET, Aledavood T, In
Proceedings of the The Web Conference 2023 | Link.

ICWSM’23
[C1]

Minority Stress Experienced by LGBTQ Online Communities during the COVID-
19 Pandemic, Yuan Y, Verma G, Keller B, Aledavood T, Proceedings of the Interna-
tional AAAI Conference on Web and Social Media | Link.

npj Digital Med
[J3]

Digital Phenotyping with Large Language Models for Detecting Changes in
Depressive States , Yuan Y, Gao Y, Moen H, Isometsä E, Marttinen P, Aledavood
T., Accepted to npj Digital Medicine (Appear Soon).

JMIR Form Res
[J2]

Examining the Gateway Hypothesis and Mapping Substance Use Pathways
on Social Media: A Machine Learning Approach, Yuan Y, Kasson E, Taylor J,
Cavazos-Rehg P, De Choudhury M, Aledavood T, JMIR Form Res. 2024. | Link.

IEEE Comm.Mag.
[J1]

Scalable Blockchain-based Data Storage in Internet of Things, Liu W, Huang H,
Yin H, Min G, Yuan Y, Wu D, IEEE Communications Magazine. 2023. | Link.

Non-archived Submission
IC2S2’23

[N1]
Does Papageno Effect Occur on Social Media, Yuan Y, Saha K, Keller B, Isometsä
ET, Aledavood T, In 9th International Conference on Computational Social Science.
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mailto:yunhao.yuan@aalto.fi
http://yunhaoy.com/
https://arxiv.org/pdf/2509.22505?
https://dl.acm.org/doi/10.1145/3543507.3583350
https://arxiv.org/abs/2205.09511
https://formative.jmir.org/2024/1/e54433
https://ieeexplore.ieee.org/document/10323408


Teaching, Academic Service, & Mentoring
Teaching
Co-teacher, Digital Health and Human Behavior, 2025-2026, Computer Science
Department, Aalto University.
Teaching Assistant, Digital Health and Human Behavior, 2022-2023, 2023-2024, and
2024-2025, Computer Science Department, Aalto University.
Course Tutor, Seminar in Computer Science, 2023-2024, Computer Science Depart-
ment, Aalto University.

Academic Service
PC Member/Conference Reviewer, CHI (2026*), ICWSM (2025, 2026), CSCW
(2024), TheWebConf/WWW (2023).
* Special Recognition for Outstanding Reviews
Journal Reviewer, Journal of Homosexuality.
Mentoring

10/2023–05/2024 Research Advisor, Qihan Wang, BS in Psychology, Peking University.
2024 Bachelor Thesis Mentor, Tyagi Ojaswi, Department of Computer Science, Aalto

University.

Awards, Scholarships, and Grants
2024 Grant from Foundation for Aalto University Science and Technology for doctoral

research work (20,000 Euros)
2024 Research visiting grant from Helsinki Institute for Information Technology Support

Funding for Visiting University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign (5,000 Euros)
2023 Two incentive scholarships for doctoral students, Aalto University (500 Euros * 2)
2022 Receipt of Aalto University’s Scholarship for 100% tuition fee waive for autumn

semester (7,500 Euros)
2020 Receipt of Aalto University’s Scholarship for 100% tuition fee waive for 2 academic

years (30,000 Euros)

Media Coverage
2026 AI Friends: Only A Band-Aid On Loneliness, Isolation, New Study Says, Forbes | Link
2026 AI Friends Can Make You Feel More Alone: The paradox of artificial companionship.,

Psychology Today | Link

Additional Experience
09/2024 LLMs in Behavioral Science, Summer School, Max-Planck-Institute for Human

Development, Germany.
06/2018 Principles of the Modern Internet, Summer School, The University of British

Columbia, Canada.
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https://www.forbes.com/sites/johnkoetsier/2026/03/27/ai-friends-only-a-band-aid-on-loneliness-isolation-new-study-says/
https://www.psychologytoday.com/us/blog/not-just-an-algorithm/202510/ai-friends-can-make-you-feel-more-alone


Professional Skills
Skills Large-Scale Data Analysis, Causal Inference (quasi-experimental & observational study

design), Applied Machine Learning, Natural Language Processing, Digital Phenotyping,
Data Visualization

Programming Python, R, JavaScript, C++, Bash, HTML; PyTorch, scikit-learn, BERTopic, Large
Language Models; Statistical Modeling

Languages Chinese (Native), English (Professional), Japanese (Elementary)
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